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With tales of exciting finds from the field my son Weston and I were able to lure my friend and Curator of 
Paleontology for the Brazosport Museum, Brian Miles, out our direction for a day in the 67 MYA Corsicana 
formation.  He was hoping to score some crabs and other fauna for his personal collection as well as for the 
museum.  With 3.5 inches of rain since my last visit I assured Brian his trip would be worth the effort and expense.  
He crashed at my house Friday night after we took a couple hours to run through a small subset of my collection, 
mainly Corsicana material.  I wanted to help calibrate his eyes for the specimens we were certain to encounter the 
next morning. 
 

 





FIGS 1-2:  Note orange, hard marl layer above grading rapidly into soft, tan indurated layer and ultimately into 
dense Pycnodonte mutabilis oyster layer below at Site 349 
 
Weston didn’t need much prodding at 6 a.m. to get out of bed and head for “the red dirt.”  On site by 7 we were all 
on hands and knees and sweating in the hot, misty dawn haze.  With the explosion of varicolored nodules and 
fossils characteristic of this exposure it generally takes time for a new set of eyes to adjust to the sensory overload 
and see the better fossils.  With that in mind I called Brian over to see the nice Dakoticancer australis crab I found 
hiding in a nodule and then pointed out a few echinoids as well.  Brian told me that he was probably missing lots of 
specimens so I followed behind him for a small stretch and made one of my better finds lately:  a 40 mm diameter 
Codiopsis stephensoni echinoid, clearly the largest representative of the species in my collection, and in pretty 
decent shape to boot.  In Brian’s defense this thing was pretty well covered by a veneer of matrix, its radial 
symmetry tipping me off that it was not just a random clod.  I would not have picked it off for what it was if I didn’t 
already have 3 similar specimens in my collection already. 
 
Bits and pieces of crabs came to hand along with a complete or nearly complete carapace from time to time.  I 
spotted one in the ground, stabilized it with superglue, then let Brian dig it up and keep it to get the necessary visual 
lock on these things.  Later I spotted a couple adjacent pieces of crab material barely poking out of the ground and 
let Brian go to town on it as well.  It turned out to be a complete carapace with cheliped (clawed foreleg) which 
could be glued back in living position.  Underneath it he found a Serratolamna serrata tooth, never a bad 
combination. 
 
Weston spent much of his time chasing a toad around that he caught, then built it a prison from Pycnodonte and 
Exogyra oysters.  Although this kept him captivated for an hour, he still found time to lay hands on a nice Hemiaster 
bexari echinoid, Gyrodes gastropod, and several other cool fossils.  I was especially proud of him since he proved 
that he was focusing on smaller details this trip as compared to just the big oysters on prior trips.  The temperature 
hit the 90s early on, but by making him drink water every 10 minutes I kept him safe and comfortable. 
 
My final body count from this site was 3 decent D. australis crabs, 81 echinoids including H. bexari, C. stephensoni, 
Linthia variabilis, Plesiaster americanus, and Proraster dalli, and a bunch of nice bivalves and gastropods.  Brian 
got several crabs and about a dozen echinoids as well. 
 

 
FIG 3:  My friend Brian Miles eagerly scans the surface of the Corsicana Site 349 as my son Weston pursues his 
own agenda 
 



FIGS 4-5:  Crab carapaces Dakoticancer australis (Site 349) 



FIGS 6-7:  Huge D. australis claw above, larger than average echinoid Codiopsis stephensoni below (Site 349) 



 
FIGS 8-9:  Same echinoid C. stephensoni (Site 349) 



 
FIGS 10-12:  The old man’s take of better Hemiaster bexari, Proraster dalli (1), and Linthia variabilis (1) echinoids 
above, Weston Woehr and his first H. bexari below (Site 349) 



FIGS 13-14:  H. bexari in situ above, bivalves Lima acutilineata, L. guadalupensis, Neithea bexarensis, and 
unidentified bryozoan below (Site 349) 



 
FIGS 15-16:  Bivalve Cardium tippanum? Above, various gastropods Volutoderma and Striatocostatum below  
(Site 349) 



Relocating to a nearby site we went at it again.  Things were going OK with a crab here and there and scattered 
echinoids along with my nice little Anapachydiscus complexus ammonite until Brian urged me to check out another 
hillside exposure with him.  I offered words of discouragement since I had done poorly there in the past.  Good 
thing I acquiesced on this one.  Apparently the exposure had weathered sufficiently to present itself as a virgin site 
so prolific that it looked as if someone had stuffed his whole echinoid collection down the barrel of a cannon and 
blasted it all over the hillside.  Strangely the area seemed devoid of crabs, but I ended up adding another 78 
echinoids to my take for a record day total of 158, many of which I later culled out and gave to Brian for donation to 
the museum’s kiddie program.  Brian got into the act too and picked Ma Nature’s pockets of several echinoids. 
 





 
FIGS 17-19:  Hill 1 (Weston’s Hill) at Site 348 showing slightly more massive orange marl above overlying tan, soft, 
nodular, indurated, fossiliferous marl which in turn overlies a prominent oyster layer 









FIGS 20-24:  Hill 2 (Brian’s Hill) at Site 348 showing the same stratigraphic sequence with detail images of burrows 
followed by Anapachydiscus? ammonite and Eutrephoceras nautiloids 



FIGS 25-26:  Detail of Anapachydiscus? ammonite followed by echinoids Proraster dalli (4 in top row), Plesiaster 
americanus (3 in bottom row) and Linthia variabilis (1 far right in bottom row) from Site 348 



FIGS 27-28:  A bumper crop of echinoids H. bexari along with various gastropods and an N. bexarensis scallop 
below (Site 348) 
 
The boy began to squawk from the heat so we took a drive in the truck’s A/C and decided to scout some hills 
mapped as Anacacho and Escondido fm.  I’m glad I had the foresight to dip Weston’s hat in the ice water on the 
bottom of the cooler then fill his pockets and hat with ice.  Knowing he couldn’t endure the terrain on his own I threw 
him up on my shoulders and ended up hiking up and down the steep hills for 2 fruitless miles.  A Happy Meal and 
ice cream cone kept his enthusiasm and energy up for our last site. 
 
We dropped into a small ditch exposing the 98 MYA Del Rio/Mainstreet contact where I had found lots of 
Plesioturrilites ammonites and Coenholectypus echinoids in the past.  We found 3 or 4 ammonites which all went 
home with Brian, but most of the collecting area was still underwater so we didn’t bump into the echinoids.  
However Weston seized the opportunity to dive headlong into the 2 foot deep, cool water and refresh himself. 
 



Despite the searing heat the 3 of us came away enriched in several ways by the experience.  We all made 
landmark fossil finds.  We all enjoyed the outdoors, freeing ourselves from the pressures of home and work.  We 
cemented friendships along the way.  Hopefully the 3 of us will join forces in the field again soon, although it will be 
hard to top such a perfect day afield. 
 
August 11, 2007:  Corsicana Reflux 
 
With conditions still preventing me from collecting my preferred sites I was once again relegated to the Corsicana 
fm.  Although I would be visiting the same sites as collected the previous weekend with Brian Miles, this time I 
opted to crawl where we had walked, hit fringes of productive areas, and put some time in lower percentage areas 
that we had skipped altogether.  As it turned out this made for another productive day afield although the increased 
construction activity I saw may be a harbinger of decreased finds in the near future. 
 
I kicked things off at “Brian’s Hill” and gave it a thorough crawl.  I ran through it pretty fast the first time and got 
some nice stuff, but a slow crawl humbled me because of what I’d missed on the first pass.  From that hill and 
adjacent areas I took 50 echinoids, a couple Eutrephoceras nautiloids, and a few crabs although most of the crabs 
on the hill were “Explodacancers” which had been out in the weather too long. 
 



FIGS 29-30:  Crab carapace D.australis (Site 348) 



FIGS 31-32:  Eutrephoceras nautiloid and Pachydiscus ammonite fragment above, echinoids Plesiaster 
americanus (top row), Proraster dalli (bottom row left), and Linthia variabilis (bottom row remaining) from Site 348 



 
FIGS 33-34:  Echinoids H. bexari (Site 348) 



 
FIGS 35-36:  Bivalves Lima sayeri, L. acutilineata, L. guadalupensis, N. bexarensis, and Plicatula mullicaensis 
above, unidentified below (Site 348) 



 
FIG 37:  Various gastropods (Site 348) 
 
After 3 hours I moved to a nearby exposure and picked off another 85 echinoids, a wonderful Eutrephoceras 
nautiloid, and several partial crabs.  A day’s haul of 135 echinoids is certainly noteworthy, but things sort of went 
downhill from there.  First of all half of that particular hill had been graded in the last week, rendering it unhuntable 
for several rains at least.  Secondly, the construction foreman was about to run me off until I referenced our 
conversation several months prior when he gave me permission.  He agreed to allow me to continue, but asked 
that I return alone in the future.  The third blow was when he returned with a lady who was negotiating to buy 10 
lots in the crab and echinoid zone.  She seemed interested in what I was doing and came over to inquire.  I gave 
her a handful of nice echinoids, bivalves, and gastropods along with a half dozen big garden grade oysters and she 
seemed pretty happy.  I would not expect her to run me off once the sale goes through until she has houses on her 
lots. 
 



FIGS 38-39:  Natuiloids E. planoventer above, echinoids P. americanus, P. dalli, and L variabilis below (Site 349) 



FIGS 40-41:  Echinoids H. bexari above, various gastropods below (Site 349) 



 
FIG 42:  Bivalves Cyprimeria sp., Trigonia castrovillensis, L. sayeri, L. acutilineata, and unidentified (L-R, Site 349) 
 
In the meantime I’ve been contacting various universities and museums to try to obtain positive identification of 
some of the more rare specimens I’ve collected in the Corsicana.  I hope the foremost researchers of crabs and 
ammonites find interest in my images and time to respond to my emails. 
 
August 18, 2007:  Corsicana Caper with a Surprise Ending 
 
Tropical Storm Erin dumped 8-10 inches of rain over much of San Antonio including the Corsicana sites, so once 
again Ma Nature dictated my next move.  I was back on site by dawn surveying recently graded and washed areas.  
The most notable finds early on were two Pachydiscid ammonites I’ve loosely been calling Anapachydiscus lately 
but have yet to positively identify.  Soon after I picked up a rare Cardiaster leonensis echinoid which sealed the 
deal on a good day early on.  Both are in good condition and are welcome finds.  The entire landscape was 
peppered with keeper fossils, especially echinoids.  In fact I took 141 from the first site, and they were found 
randomly scattered in flat areas, gullies, and raised areas between gullies.  Once I got to a couple eroding hillsides 
I began bumping into keeper crabs Dakoticancer australis here and there and ended up with perhaps a dozen with 
carapaces 50-100% complete.  I even got a couple good ones on “Brian’s Hill” where they were pretty scarce the 
first time around. 
 



FIGS 43-44:  Crabs D. australis (Site 348) 





 
FIGS 45-47:  Ammonites Anapachydiscus complexus? (Site 348) 



FIG 48:  Echinoids L. variabilis, P. dalli, P. americanus, and Cardiaster leonensis (Site 348) 



 
FIG 49-50:  Echinoid Cardiaster leonensis (Site 348) 



 
FIG 51-52:  Echinoids H. bexari above, various bivalve and gastropods below (Site 348) 
 
After 4-5 hours of this I moved on to an adjacent site (“Richard’s Hill”) in the same formation and continued to 
abuse my body by crawling and doing the “fossil hunter’s stoop”.  I already had a summer cold and the 95 degree 
water bottles in my bucket provided little refreshment.  Still I concentrated on the task at hand for a few hours and 
landed another dozen 50-100% complete crabs plus 87 echinoids.  This produced my all time record of 2 dozen 
crabs, 228 echinoids, 2 good ammonites, a pycnodont tooth and a shark tooth. 
 



 
FIG 53-54:  Crabs D. australis (Site 349) 



 
FIG 55:  Pycnodont (fish crusher tooth) left, crow shark tooth Squalicorax pristodontus right (Site 349) 



 

  
FIGS 56-57:  Echinoids P. americanus and P. dalli (Site 349) 



 
FIGS 58-59:  Echinoids P. americanus, L. variabilis,  and P. dalli above, H. bexari below (Site 349) 



 
FIG 60:  Various gastropods (Site 349) 
 
From there I did a little exploring along a local stream hoping to find outcrops of limestone that a guy at work said 
he saw.  Based on location it would have to be Upper Cretaceous, somewhere between Corsicana and Kemp in 
age.  Water level was too high to see the low lying outcrops, but the flood line could be seen 30 feet above current 
level where the grass had been knocked flat.  Perhaps another look soon will be more fruitful. 
 
I took a look at a nearby construction site and stumbled upon a small, abandoned gravel pit at the end of one of the 
neighborhood roads.  It was quite overgrown and looked like a haven for snakes, but I almost immediately picked 
up a nice caramel colored fossil horse lower molar, quite a welcome and unexpected find.  The gravel looked quite 
a bit different than I was used to collecting, light beige with numerous 1 inch spheroidal concretions.    I stomped 
though the weeds to look at the entire wall and found nothing else, but it was fun to find good Pleistocene material 
this close to home.  Future reconnaissance is definitely in the works. 
 



 
FIG 61:  Pleistocene Equus sp. lower molar (Site 407) 
 
August 23, 2007:  I Went Back to Ohio 
 
I made a spur of the moment 4 day trip to Cincinnati at the end of August to pay final respects to my beloved 
grandmother so I placed fossils very low on my priority list this trip.  Still, my mom was itching to get out of the 
house for her birthday and she suggested a quick stop at the Caesar Creek Spillway where we could spend a few 
minutes in the summer heat looking for Ordovician fossils from the Liberty and Waynesville formations (440 MYA).  
This is the site where I found my first trilobite back in 1980, a perfect enrolled Isotelus gigas.  The site has been hit 
hard in the last 27 years so I picked up little worth taking home this time.  The more interesting items included the 
tip of an Endoceras cephalopod shell, some Platystrophia brachiopods, and a few Grewingkia horn corals.  The 
best part was just hanging out with Mom and getting our minds off other things for a while. 
 



 
FIG 62:  Platystrophia gastropod left followed by tip of orthocone cephalopod and gastropods right (Site 1) 
 
August 25, 2007:  Brothers to the End 
 
I crashed on my older brother Steve’s couch Friday night after we took care of Grandma.  My alarm went off at 5:30 
and I somehow coaxed Steve into exploring some wildcat Ordovician sites for the morning near Lawrenceburg, IN.  
In short we didn’t find any mother lodes of anything extraordinary.  In fact times were lean due to sparsely 
fossiliferous exposures, lack of weathering, or both.  We hit some large exposures less than a year old and with so 
little rain lately not much has weathered out.   
 
The dominance of clay over limestone and the presence of fragments of cephalons (heads) of the lace collared 
trilobite Cryptolithus leads me to believe we were in the Southgate member of the Kope formation or close to it.  We 
saw fragments of Flexicalamene and Isotelus trilobites as well, but no whole ones.  Crinoid stem sections were 
scattered in some areas, but no “logjams” were found which often lead to crinoid crowns being found with careful 
study of the exposure.  I did pick up a couple small clusters of associated plates that remind me of crinoid holdfasts 
but I’m open to other opinions on this one as well.  With a few small cephalopod sections we pulled the plug and 
called it a morning.  Again it was more about family times than fossils.   
 
Steve seems to have some interest in fossils, but as in taking a kid fishing for the first time, solid action is required 
to seal the deal.  If I can talk him into coming down to TX again I think I can put him in front of enough goodies to 
spark his interest.   
 
In closing, hats off to Gram for nearly 90 years of good living and decades of loving guidance for her kids, 
grandkids, and great grandkids.  
 



 
FIGS 63-65:  Ordovician fossils from the Kope fm including Crytpolithus trilobite hash above, more of the same plus 
cephalopods, crinoid hash, a brachiopod and a Cyclonema bilix gastropod center, crinoid holdfasts below (Site 409) 



August 31, 2007:  Rainy Day Bonus 
 
A lightning storm killed the power at work on this particular Friday so everyone was sent home early.  I opted to 
survey a neglected soft marl seam in an Austin Chalk road cut and grabbed a couple Hemiaster echinoids.  Not 
exactly a slam dunk finish for the month but as an eternal opportunist I’m not one to complain. 
 

 
FIG 66:  Austin Chalk echinoids Hemiaster texanus (Site 16) 
 


